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Staff Working Group meeting 

“The launch of the 2021 European Semester cycle in the 

light of the COVID-19” 

Brussels, 10 December 2020, 10.00-12.00 

Meeting room: Virtual. Registered participants will receive a Webex invitation 

10.00: Welcome  

Kajus Hagelstam and Wolfgang Lehofer, staff of EP/EGOV 

Jan Schlichting, staff of Bundestag 

10.10:  The European Semester Autumn 2021 package of the Commission 

Chaired by Judith Siller, staff of Bundestag   

- Eric von Breska, European Commission, SG: Recovery measures and European 

Semester package 2021 

Q&A 

- Katia Berti, European Commission, DG EMPL: The draft Joint Employment Report 

2021 

Q&A 

Some Key Commission documents   

Annual Sustainable Growth Strategy 2021  

Alert Mechanism Report 2021  

Commission proposal for a Joint Employment Report 2021 

Commission opinions of 2021 Draft Budgetary Plans   

11.00 Presentation of two research papers on the Semester 

Chaired by Cristina Dias, staff of the EP/EGOV 

- Presentation by Ben Crum: How to provide political guidance to the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility? 

- Presentation by Manuela Moschella: What role for the European Semester in the 

recovery plan? 

Q&A 

11.45 - 12.00 On-going and future work of the network  

Kajus Hagelstam and Wolfgang Lehofer, staff of EP/EGOV 

Bruno A. Dias Pinheiro, staff of Portuguese Parliament 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_1658
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2021-european-semester-alert-mechanism-report_en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=23156&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/dbps_overall_assessment.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/651371/IPOL_IDA(2020)651371_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/651371/IPOL_IDA(2020)651371_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/651377/IPOL_IDA(2020)651377_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/651377/IPOL_IDA(2020)651377_EN.pdf
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

Objectives:  

 Sharing the latest information on the European Semester, including the new 

economic priorities;  

 Strengthening the cooperation and building capacity, at the administrative level, 

among EU national Parliaments in the area of economic governance and 

 Improving understanding of the new European Semester cycle through knowledge 

sharing and exchange of best practices. 

Participants: Staff from national parliaments and European Parl iament dealing with the 

Semester.  

Logistics: The webinar can be accessed via a hyperlink subject to prior registration.   

Working language: English. 

The COVID-19 pandemic caused tremendous economic shock and has a substantial impact on 

short and long term economic and social developments in the European Union. All member 

states governments and the EU have pledged large-scale fiscal support to individuals and 

firms experiencing loss of income with the view to avoid mass layoffs.   

The European Semester 2021 roadmap has taken these developments into account and has 

changed to the previous Semester cycles. The focus will be on the Post-COVID-19 recovery 

implementation as well as the modernisation of the European Economy towards greening and 

digitalisation. This webinar wants to discuss the current developments in this context and 

exchange information on the European Semester Autumn Package between European 

Commission officials and staff of European and national Parliaments.   

The role of Parliaments role in a crisis are more vital than ever to pass emergency laws, 

allocate resources and scrutinise government actions. This informal meeting is open to 

colleagues from European and National Parliaments dealing with economic aspects in context 

COVID-19 crisis. The webinar provides an interactive platform for colleagues in sharing 

information and experiences on their parliamentary process. It aims to share information on 

the major measures adopted to mitigate the economic, financial and social effects of the crisis 

and how parliament staff can best support parliamentarians in their work on short notice.  

 

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-9291-2020-REV-2/en/pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2105

